Servers Training

I. Pre-mass

a. Slacks and dress shoes

b. Arrive 15 minutes early

c. Wear cincture of alb down left side of left leg

d. Light candles (both altars)

e. Place gifts (bread and wine) in back of church

f. Ask Father if he needs any help

II. Posture

a. When standing, hands folded in prayerful position

b. When seated, hands flat upon lap

c. Never genuflect when carrying an object

d. Bow to Father when either taking or giving something from or to him.

e. Perform all tasks efficiently, but reverently

III. Mass

a. Three servers (1 cross, 2 torch) walk abreast up the center aisle, going straight into the sanctuary without pausing.

b. Positions:

i. Cross/Book/Bells = CBB

ii. Torch/Gifts/Altar = TGA1

iii. Torch/Gifts/Altar = TGA2

c. CBB brings sacramentary to Father at the words “Let us pray.”

d. At the beginning of the Second Reading, the TGAs will leave to go get their torches.

i. When Father stands from his chair, the TGAs will go around the high altar and down to the sides of the main altar, looking across it at each other.

ii. When Father lifts the Gospel Book from the altar and turns towards the ambo, the TGAs will also turn, taking their places slightly in front of the ambo, once again look across at each other.

iii. When the Gospel is finished, the TGAs will return their torches to the sacristy and go to their seats

e. After the Prayers of the Faithful:

i. CBB carries the sacramentary and its stand to the altar

ii. TGAs begin setting the altar

1. TGA1 takes celebrant’s chalice first, waiting for Father to hand back the chalice veil and the bursa.

2. Then, TGAs bring other chalices one at a time to Father.

3. Once altar is set, TGAs and CBB may return to seats.

iii. When Father stands to receive the Gifts, TGAs will accompany him.

1. TGA1 will receive the money and place it under the credence table

2. TGA2 will receive the wine and take it to the credence table

iv. From the credence table, TGAs will bring water and wine cruets with lids removed to Father at the altar.  Bow when finished

v. Washing of hands

1. TGA1 will carry water and bowl

2. TGA2 will carry towel

3. Bow when finished

f. Eucharistic Celebration

i. At the beginning of the Holy Holy, TGAs with torches and CBB will come around the high altar, descend the stairs, and stand at the foot of the altar.

ii. At the end of the Holy Holy, TGAs and CBB will kneel

iii. CBB will be responsible for ringing the bells (Once for epiclesis; thrice for each elevation)

iv. At the Amen, all three will return to the sacristy to place torches upon their stands.

v. All three will then line up at the foot of the high altar to await communion.

1. There will be no holding of hands during the Our Father

2. All will kneel at the conclusion of the Lamb of God and will remain kneeling to receive communion.

g. After Communion

i. Once Father has gone down with the other EMHCs to distribute communion:

1. CBB will remove sacramentary and stand from the altar

2. TGA1 will remove celebrant’s chalice to the credence table

3. TGA2 will remove all other vessels upon the altar to the credence table

ii. All three will kneel at their seats until the conclusion of Communion

h. CBB will bring sacramentary to Father at the words, “Let us pray.”

i. TGAs will go get torches and cross (for the CBB)

j. Recession

i. CBB and TGAs will go around the high altar to take their position behind Father at the foot of the altar.

ii. After Father genuflects, all will turn around and reverently walk down the central aisle, concluding mass.

IV. Post-mass

a. Hang albs up correctly and neatly

b. Extinguish candles (only leave high altar candles lit after the 7:30 on Sunday)

c. Help clear off the credence table

d. Ask Father if he needs help with anything

e. Thanks for serving!!

These changes will take effect on the weekend of July 16th and 17th.

